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he current financial crisis has an ongoing impact on public mental health and quality of life.

The aim of the current study was to investigate the potential impact of the financial crisis on

criminality in Greece, verifying differences in crime rates between the years 2008 and 2011.

Data on crime in Greece for the years 2008 and 2011 were provided by the Crime Analysis
Section of the Public Security Department of the Hellenic Police Headquarters. The overall and the
specific crude crime rates were calculated per 100.000 residents and per police region of Greece. A
significant increase in the overall crime rate between 2008 and 2011 was found (t=5.01, p=0.001).
Moreover, between 2008 and 2011 there was a significant increase in the following specific crim-
inality rates: homicide (t=2.41, p=0.03), fraud (t=7.35, p=0.001), extortion (t=3.22, p=0.009), illegal
weapon possession (t=5.27, p=0.001), theft/burglary (t=4.62, p=0.001) and robbery (t=3.23, p=0.007).
There were not statistically differences in the specific rates of sex-related crimes (rape, sexual exploi-
tation) and drug-related crimes were not observed. According to the results of our study, criminality
in Greece shows significant increase during the current financial crisis as reflected by many crime
indicators.
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Introduction

The financial crisis that begun in 2008 affecting
many European countries has an ongoing impact
on public mental health and quality of life. There
is evidence that economic downturn has many at-
tributes which can occur simultaneously, including
premature deaths from intentional violence, sui-
cides and homicides."” There has been a significant
increase of suicide, attempted suicide and suicidal
ideation during the financial crisis in Greece.>® The
aim of the current study was to investigate the po-
tential impact of the financial crisis on criminality
in Greece, verifying differences in crime rates be-
tween the years 2008 and 2011.

Material and Methods

Data on crime in Greece for the years 2008
and 2011 were provided by the Crime Analysis
Section of the Public Security Department of the
Hellenic Police Headquarters. In order to create
a comprehensive global index of criminality, we
calculated an overall crime rate including the fol-
lowing crimes committed: homicides, financial
crimes (fraud, extortion), drug-related crimes,
illegal weapon possession, sex-related crimes
(rape, sexual exploitation), thefts/burglaries,
and robberies. The overall and the aforemen-
tioned specific crude crime rates were calculated
per 100.000 residents and per police region of
Greece. T test for paired samples has been used
to control the differences in the rates between
2008 and 2011. For the statistical analysis the
SPSS package was used.

Results

A significant increase in the overall crime rate
between 2008 and 2011 was found (t=5.01,
p=0.001). Moreover, between 2008 and 2011 there
was a significant increase to the specific rates of
homicide (t=2.41, p=0.03), fraud (t=7.35, p=0.001),
extortion (t=3.22, p=0.009), illegal weapon pos-
session (t=5.27, p=0.001), theft/burglary (t-4.62,
p=0.001) and robbery (t=3.23, p=0.007). Statistic
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differences in the specific rates of sex-related
crimes (rapes, sexual exploitation) and drug-re-
lated crimes were not observed. Table 1 shows
the total and the specific crime rates for the
years 2008 and 2011 in different police regions of
Greece.

Comments

In times of economic stress an increase in both
property crimes and violent crimes is expected.” A
study exploring the impact of economic crisis on
crime indicators for the years 2008-2009, at coun-
try level, showed that in 7 out of 11 countries in
which there was an observed significant impact of
the economic crisis, there was an increase in at least
one criminality rate. The largest increase was noted
in robberies followed by homicides. Specifically
homicides appeared to be related to economic
changes in countries that already presented high
levels of violence.®

According to the results of this preliminary
study there is a significant increase of criminality
in Greece during the crisis and between the years
2008 and 2011. In particular, an increase is revealed
as much in crime against property (fraud, theft/bur-
glary) as in most indicators of violent crimes (homi-
cides). However, it is worth noting that the main
limitation of this preliminary report is that the study
covers only two years (before the crisis and during
the crisis). Further data including more years during
the crisis are needed in order to establish the effect
of the Greek financial crisis on the criminality of the
country.
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Owovopikn Kpicn Kat eykKANpaTikotnIa
ctnv €Adada:
2008 vs 2011
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H mapoUoa olkovoUIKN Kpion €XeL pia ouvexI{opevn emidpaon otnv PUXIKH LYEIQ KAt TV TToldTNTa
C(wni¢ Twv moAtwv. O okomd¢ TNG Mapovoag PeEAETNG Tav va Siepeuvnoel Tnv mbavr emidpaon Tng
OIKOVOUIKAG Kpiong otnv eyKANUatikotnTa otnv EANada evtomifovtag Slapopéc oToug SEIKTEC &-
YKANpaTikéTNTAG avdpeoa ota £€1n 2008 kat 2011. NMANPo@OopPIES yia TIG EYKANMOATIKEG EVEPYEIEC OTNV
EANASa ta €tn 2008 kat 2011 mponABav amd To TUARHA KATAYPAPS Kal avaAuong eyKANUATWY Tou
TUAMOTOG ac@aleiag Tou apynyeiou TnNG EAAnvikAg AoTtuvopiag. O ouvoAIKOG SeiKTNG EYKANUATIKO-
TnTag Kat ol adpoi €161koi deikTeC umooyiotnkav ava 100.000 KAToiKOUC KAl AvA ACTUVOUIKN TIEPL-
@épela TG EANGSOC. EvtomioTtnKe pia onpavTiKn av&non Tou GUVOAIKOU SEIKTN EYKANUATIKOTNTAG
peTalL Twv etwv 2008 kat 2011 (t=5,01, p=0,001). EmmpooBeTa, peTaé Twv eTwv 2008 kat 2011 -
VTOTIOTNKE ONUAVTIKEA aUENon Twv MAPAKATW EISIKWV SEIKTWY EYKANUATIKOTNTAG: avOpwToKTovia

(t=2,41, p=0.03), andtn (t=7,35, p=0,01), ekPlacudc (t=3,22, p=0,009), mapdvoun omokatoxn (t=>5,27,
p=0,001), khom/&1dppnén (t=4,62, p=0,001) kat Anoteia (t=3,23, p=0,007). Agv evtomioTnKav OTATI-
OTIKA ONHAVTIKEG SLaQOPEG O OxEoN UE EYKANMATA OXeTI(OUEVA P TO O (Blaopudc, oe§oualIKn ek-
METAANELUON) KAL TA EYKARUATA TTOU OXETI(OVTAL UE TAPAVOUEG OUTIEC. ZUMPWVA HIE TA ATTOTEAECUOTA

NG MEAETNC MAG, N EYKANUATIKOTNTA TAPOUCiace onuavTikn avénon katd tn didpkela tng mapou-
00 OIKOVOMIKAG Kpiong, OTwE auTr KATASEIKVUETAL e TTOANOUG 181KOUG SEIKTEC EYKANUATIKOTNTAG.

Né€erg eupetnpiov: OIKOVOUIKA Kpion, eyKAnUatikdTnTa, EANAC.
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