
54  PSYCHIATRIKI 27 (1), 2016

The current financial crisis has an ongoing impact on public mental health and quality of life. 
The aim of the current study was to investigate the potential impact of the financial crisis on 
criminality in Greece, verifying differences in crime rates between the years 2008 and 2011. 
Data on crime in Greece for the years 2008 and 2011 were provided by the Crime Analysis 

Section of the Public Security Department of the Hellenic Police Headquarters. The overall and the 
specific crude crime rates were calculated per 100.000 residents and per police region of Greece. A 
significant increase in the overall crime rate between 2008 and 2011 was found (t=5.01, p=0.001). 
Moreover, between 2008 and 2011 there was a significant increase in the following specific crim-
inality rates: homicide (t=2.41, p=0.03), fraud (t=7.35, p=0.001), extortion (t=3.22, p=0.009), illegal 
weapon possession (t=5.27, p=0.001), theft/burglary (t=4.62, p=0.001) and robbery (t=3.23, p=0.007). 
There were not statistically differences in the specific rates of sex-related crimes (rape, sexual exploi-
tation) and drug-related crimes were not observed. According to the results of our study, criminality 
in Greece shows significant increase during the current financial crisis as reflected by many crime 
indicators.
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Introduction

The financial crisis that begun in 2008 affecting 
many European countries has an ongoing impact 
on public mental health and quality of life. There 
is evidence that economic downturn has many at-
tributes which can occur simultaneously, including 
premature deaths from intentional violence, sui-
cides and homicides.1,2 There has been a significant 
increase of suicide, attempted suicide and suicidal 
ideation during the financial crisis in Greece.3–6 The 
aim of the current study was to investigate the po-
tential impact of the financial crisis on criminality 
in Greece, verifying differences in crime rates be-
tween the years 2008 and 2011.

Material and Methods

Data on crime in Greece for the years 2008 
and 2011 were provided by the Crime Analysis 
Section of the Public Security Department of the 
Hellenic Police Headquarters. In order to create 
a comprehensive global index of criminality, we 
calculated an overall crime rate including the fol-
lowing crimes committed: homicides, financial 
crimes (fraud, extortion), drug-related crimes, 
illegal weapon possession, sex-related crimes 
(rape, sexual exploitation), thefts/burglaries, 
and robberies. The overall and the aforemen-
tioned specific crude crime rates were calculated 
per 100.000 residents and per police region of 
Greece. T test for paired samples has been used 
to control the differences in the rates between 
2008 and 2011. For the statistical analysis the 
SPSS package was used. 

Results

A significant increase in the overall crime rate 
between 2008 and 2011 was found (t=5.01, 
p=0.001). Moreover, between 2008 and 2011 there 
was a significant increase to the specific rates of 
homicide (t=2.41, p=0.03), fraud (t=7.35, p=0.001), 
extortion (t=3.22, p=0.009), illegal weapon pos-
session (t=5.27, p=0.001), theft/burglary (t-4.62, 
p=0.001) and robbery (t=3.23, p=0.007). Statistic 

differences in the specific rates of sex-related 
crimes (rapes, sexual exploitation) and drug-re-
lated crimes were not observed. Table 1 shows 
the total and the specific crime rates for the 
years 2008 and 2011 in different police regions of 
Greece.

Comments

In times of economic stress an increase in both 
property crimes and violent crimes is expected.7 A 
study exploring the impact of economic crisis on 
crime indicators for the years 2008–2009, at coun-
try level, showed that in 7 out of 11 countries in 
which there was an observed significant impact of 
the economic crisis, there was an increase in at least 
one criminality rate. The largest increase was noted 
in robberies followed by homicides. Specifically 
homicides appeared to be related to economic 
changes in countries that already presented high 
levels of violence.8

According to the results of this preliminary 
study there is a significant increase of criminality 
in Greece during the crisis and between the years 
2008 and 2011. In particular, an increase is revealed 
as much in crime against property (fraud, theft/bur-
glary) as in most indicators of violent crimes (homi-
cides). However, it is worth noting that the main 
limitation of this preliminary report is that the study 
covers only two years (before the crisis and during 
the crisis). Further data including more years during 
the  crisis are needed in order to establish the effect 
of the Greek financial crisis on the criminality of the 
country. 
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Οικονομική κρίση και εγκληματικότητα
στην Ελλάδα:
2008 vs 2011

Γ. Τσουβέλας,1 Β. Κονταξάκης,2 Ο. Γιωτάκος,1 Γ. Κωνσταντακόπουλος,2

Μ-Ι. Κονταξάκη,2 Θ. Παπασλάνης2 

1414 Στρατιωτικό Νοσοκομείο, Αθήνα
21η Ψυχιατρική Κλινική, Πανεπιστημίου Αθηνών, Αιγινήτειο Νοσοκομείο, Αθήνα

Ψυχιατρική 2016, 27:54–57

Η παρούσα οικονομική κρίση έχει μια συνεχιζόμενη επίδραση στην ψυχική υγεία και την ποιότητα 
ζωής των πολιτών. Ο σκοπός της παρούσας μελέτης ήταν να διερευνήσει την πιθανή επίδραση της 
οικονομικής κρίσης στην εγκληματικότητα στην Ελλάδα εντοπίζοντας διαφορές στους δείκτες ε-
γκληματικότητας ανάμεσα στα έτη 2008 και 2011. Πληροφορίες για τις εγκληματικές ενέργειες στην 
Ελλάδα τα έτη 2008 και 2011 προήλθαν από το τμήμα καταγραφής και ανάλυσης εγκλημάτων του 
τμήματος ασφαλείας του αρχηγείου της Ελληνικής Αστυνομίας. Ο συνολικός δείκτης εγκληματικό-
τητας και οι αδροί ειδικοί δείκτες υπολογίστηκαν ανά 100.000 κατοίκους και ανά αστυνομική περι-
φέρεια της Ελλάδος. Εντοπίστηκε μια σημαντική αύξηση του συνολικού δείκτη εγκληματικότητας 
μεταξύ των ετών 2008 και 2011 (t=5,01, p=0,001). Επιπρόσθετα, μεταξύ των ετών 2008 και 2011 ε-
ντοπίστηκε σημαντική αύξηση των παρακάτω ειδικών δεικτών εγκληματικότητας: ανθρωποκτονία 
(t=2,41, p=0.03), απάτη (t=7,35, p=0,01), εκβιασμός (t=3,22, p=0,009), παράνομη οπλοκατοχή (t=5,27, 
p=0,001), κλοπή/διάρρηξη (t=4,62, p=0,001) και ληστεία (t=3,23, p=0,007). Δεν εντοπίστηκαν στατι-
στικά σημαντικές διαφορές σε σχέση με εγκλήματα σχετιζόμενα με το σεξ (βιασμός, σεξουαλική εκ-
μετάλλευση) και τα εγκλήματα που σχετίζονται με παράνομες ουσίες. Σύμφωνα με τα αποτελέσματα 
της μελέτης μας, η εγκληματικότητα παρουσίασε σημαντική αύξηση κατά τη διάρκεια της παρού-
σας οικονομικής κρίσης, όπως αυτή καταδεικνύεται με πολλούς ειδικούς δείκτες εγκληματικότητας.

Λέξεις ευρετηρίου: Οικονομική κρίση, εγκληματικότητα, Ελλάς.
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