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I6eopuxavaykaoTiki Alatapaxr (IWA) epgavifetal ota matdid otnv nAkia Twv 7-12 xpo-

VWV Kal HéVEL ouxVvd adldyvwoTtn Katd tnv matdikn nAtkia. O eMITOAACHUOC TNG TIPETEL VA

Kupaivetal peta&l 0,6% kat 1%, éxel & peydAn ouvvoonpoTNTaA HE KATTOLEG SIOTAPAXES,

1Slaitepa pe xpovia Tk Kal To ouvdpopo Tourette. O emmolacpdc Tng IWA evnhikwy gival
mapopoloc. To éva Tpito Twv evnAikwy, 1 Kat’ aAAoug 1o 50% autwy, mapouctdlouv Tn vVOCO aro TNV
maudik nAikia. Zuvvoonpdtnta undpxel 0To 75% Twv acBevwy, o evniikoug kal maudid. Ta maidia
TOPOUCLAlOUV IO CUXVA XpoVIa puooTidopata (Tik), Kabwg kat Atatapayr EANelppatikig NMpoooxig
Kal YePKIVNTIKOTNTAG (AEMY). OMw  Kat he Toug evnAikoug, oTnv aitiohoyia tng evéxovtal PAAPEC
ota Baacikd ydyyha kat otov eAotd. Mia amd Toug Kupiapxeg mabo@uololoyikéG uTToBEoelG orjpepa
eivat ot n 1WA givatl Statapayr Tou KUKAWPATOS eAo16c-0daNapoc-paBdwtd cwpa-@Aotde. H vooog
€XEL OLKOYEVN XOPOKTAPA, KATL TTOU @aivetal amd tov avénuévo emmolacud WA kat IAY cupntw-
HATwv o€ ouyyeveic Tou BaBpov maidiwyv pe IWA. H yvwolakr ocupmeplpoplkn Bepareia gival oAy
Xpriown yia ta maudid Kat yla Toug evnAikoug. H emtuyia Toug wg povoBepareia eival amoteAeouatl-
K} 070 50% Twv madiwv Kal eprPwv. OTav umdpxel OlKoYEVELOKO 10TOPIKS 1WA, n povoBepaneia pe
yvwolakr Beparneia Sev mpoo@épel KAAA amoTeAéopaTa Kal Ba mpémel va emauvfAvetal e avaoTo-
Aei¢ emavampooAnPng oepotovivng (SSRI). EmmpocBeta, n amotedeopatikdétTnTa TwV SSRI 01N O¢-
parmeia TnG IWA ota maidid otnpilel Tnv umdOeon 0TI o1 KeVTPLKEG 080i TNG ogpoTovivng oxeTiCovtal
pe TNV maboguaoioloyia tng véoou. To mooootd amdvinong otoug SSRI gival o idlo (70-80%) ota
maid1d Kat Toug evnAikouc. ApkeTEG peAéTeC ékBaong IWA maidiwv amodelkviouy T XPovioTnTa TNG
vooou. X' auTég, mepimou to 50% twv maidiwv mAnpolcav akoun ta Kpttripla tng 1WA, evw povo to
11% ntav eAeVBePO CUPNMTWHATWV. XTolXEia SuopEVA yia TNV MPdyvwon gival n SIdpKELd, N GUVVO-
onpoTNTA, N EVvOOVOCOKOMEIOKN TIEPIBAAYN Kal n TIEpLopLopéVN apxik BepameuTiky andvtnon. H
éykaipn mapépupacn oto maidi aAAd Kat 0TO OIKOYEVEIOKO TIEPIBANNOV CUVEICPEPOUV OTNV KAAUTEPN
ékPaon ¢ vooou. H IWA tng maibikig nAikiag gaivetal 6T1 aviikel o€ pia 18taitepn ummoopdda tng
vdoou e olkoyevh emiBdapuvon. MOoTeVETAL WOTOCO OTI ATIAITOUVTAL TIEPICOOTEPEC UAKPOXPOVIES
MENETEC yia va Yivel Stagopomoinon umoopddwy tng IWA. Tooo otnv IWA Twv evnAikwv 600 Kal o’
ekeivn Twv maldiwv xpeldletal mepartépw SlaAevkavon TG mMaboPUCIONOYIAC YIa TNV ETIITUXECTEPN
QAVTIPETWTTION TOUG.

Né&eig eupeTnpiov: MabBopucioloyia, OIKOYEVEIOKEG MENETEC, ouVVOONPOTNTA, Beparneia, Tpoyvwon.
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€eaywyn

H ékpnén Twv yvwoewv yia tnv IYA tng maidikng
Kal €pnPIkng NAkiag apxloe mepimou 25 xpodvia mptv
Kal ouveyiCetal apeiwTn péXPL onpepa. Méow autng
TNG CUCCWPEVONG YVWOEWV EYIVE YVWOTO OTL TO éva
TpiTo TWV gvnAikwv pe WA i —kat’ dANouc- 1o 50%
AUTWV avTIYETWTICOLV TN VOoOo amd TNV MASIKA NAL-
kia."? Q¢ IWA tng madikAg nAikiag xapaktnpiletal n
vooo¢ oTav mapouctdletal mpo TNE epnpeiag, evw
otav n évapén yivetal katd tnv epnpeia n peTd TNV
gpnBeia £xoupe TNV IWA evnAikwv.® Agv £xel QUOIKA
OX€0N UE KATAVAYKAOUOUG i €UUOVEG 1OE€EC TTOU TTa-
pouacialovTtal w¢ EEENIKTIKA @aIVOPEVA 0TNV TTAIOIKN
nAikia, Ta omoia &gv mpokaAolv dyxog Kat SUCAEL-
Toupyia.

H YA tng madikAg nAikiag @aivetal 6Tl avikKel,
OUPPWVA PE OPIOHEVOUC UENETNTEC, O€ Wia 1d1aiTepn
umooudda tng voéoou pe olkoyevr emPBdpuvon Kal
avénuévn ocuvvoonpoTtnta Ue To olvdpouo Tourette
A Ta xpovia puoomndopata.* ANt Spwc vopiouv 4T
TIEPIOOOTEPEC AKPOXPOVIEG LEAETEC XpelalovTal yia
va yivel Siagopormnoinon umoouddwv Tng IYA.3

E€Emonponoyia

O 81d Biov emmohacuodc (lifetime prevalence) oe
madld kat e@rifoug oTic Hvwpéveg MoMiteieg ival
1,9%° katd toug Flament et al.> H pehétn éywve oe
5000 maidid yupvaoiou Kat €8e1€e OTI 0 EMIMOAACUOC
ota nadla dev gival 1600 XaunAog 6co motevdTaV.
Ta meploodtepa madid pe 1WA otn pelétn avtr Oev
gixav dlayvwoBei piv. ANeC puehéteg €8e1€av emmo-
Aaouo otig HIMA 3%,° oto lopan\ 2,3%, kai 4,1%, otn
Aavia.® Katd toug Towbin & Riddle® o emmolacudg
ota madid mpémnel va mpooeyyilel 1o 0,6-1%. H YA
ouxVda pével adlayvwotn otnv madikn nAikia Aoyw
TNG HUOTIKOTNTAG TWV OLKOYEVELWY, TNG EANTIOUC EVN-
MEPWONG TWV LOTPWV 1 TNG EANEIYPNG ETTAPHG TWV Ol-
KOYEVEIWV UE EVAUEPO 1ATPIKO TTPOOWTTIKO.'

Zuvvoonpotnta

H ouvvoonpétnta pe AAAeC Yuxlatpikég Siatapa-
X£¢ €ival uPnAn. YrmohoyiCetal oto 70-90% Twv mal-
S1ov.""? H 1WA tn¢ maibikA¢ nAIKiag cuVUTTAPXEL ME TO
ouvSpopo Tourette 1§ AAa xpodvia TiK'? (22%), aAAG
Kal AANeG SlaTtapayég ouvalodBNUaTog, e ayXwoEelg
Slatapaxég, pe Satapayr EANEUUOTIKAG TTPOCOXAS
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Kal urtepKvnTIkOTNTA (AEMY), pe pabnolakég diata-
paxé¢ kal evavTtiwpatiky Statapayq.> 3

Neupoypuxtarpiké UmoGTpwpa

Mia amd T Kupiapxeg maBo@UCIONOYIKEG UTTOOE-
o€l onpepa gival o011 n 1WA givat Statapayr Tou Ku-
KAWUATOG @AOLOG-paBdwTtd cwua-BANapoc-@AOIdC.
H Siatapayxn autou Tou KUKAWHATOG 0To emimedo
ToU PafdwTov cwuaTog, KAt eméKkTaon Tou Bald-
MOU Kal £V OUVEXEIQ TOU PAOLOU, €XEL WG ATTOTEAECHA
EMOAVAANTITIKEG OKEPEIC KAl CUUTTEPIPOPEC.” ANNG
UTIAPXOUV AUQPIOBNTACELC YIA TO €AV CUUUETEXEL HO-
vo éva KUKAwpa otn Statapayn. Ol veupoarmeikovi-
OTIKEC péBoBOL 0 evNAIKOUC, OTIWC N AEITOUPYIKN
MayvnTIKA Topoypagia, éxouv deifel aANolwaoelg oTa
Baoika ydyyAia kat 0Tov PETWTIAio PA01d."°

Ta 1o 1oxupd veupoPuXOAOYIKA EVPNUATA OE TTIAl-
O1d pe 1WA degixvouv eNNEIUIOTA OTOV TIPOUETWTILAIO
KOl KOYXOMETWTTIAIO (PAOLO, TO TIPOCAYWYIO Kal ToV
Bpeypatikd MoPo.'° Topoypagisc o evnAikoug dp-
PEVEG TTIOU eu@avicav tn Slatapayn otnv epnpeia
£del&av, oe oxéon Pe Toug HAPTUPEG, OTI UTTHPXE aU-
(POTEPOTTAEUPN MEIWON TOU OYKOU TWV PAKOEIOWV
nupAvwv.”

H amoteAecpatikotnta Twv SSRI otn Bepancia
¢ IYA ota maudid,'® evdeiec yia avwpalisg otn
Séopeuon tn¢ ogpoTovivng'® kat cuoxéTion peTafld
HEIWHEVNG OEPOTOVIVNG OTa atpomeTaAia?® kat Oe-
PATIEVTIKOU amoteNéopatog ota maidid, Seixvouv va
OUMQWVOULV HE TNV UTTOBECN TTOU UTTAPXEL O UENETEC
€VNAIKWV 0TI 0L KEVTPIKEC 0501 TNG OEPOTOVIVNG OXETI-
Covtal pe tTnv mabo@uaololoyia TnG vooou. YIApXouv
Ouwg evOEi€elg Kal VTOTTAUIVEPYIKAS OUCAEITOUPYIAC
auTAc.® Emiong, ol oIKoyevelaké MENETEC Seixvouv
ot n 1WA eival pia veupoyuxlatpikn diatapayr mou
MTTOPEL VO avTITPOOWTIEVETAL ATTO TNV £KPPACN EVOG
1 TIEPIOOOTEPWV YoVISiwV.?

Menéteg olKOyevVEIWV evliIKWV KAl TTAISIOV
PE WOE0PUXAvayKkacTiky drarapayn

Ot mpwTou Pabuol cuyyeveic evnhikwyv pe IWA eu-
piokovtal og peyaluTtepo Kivduvo yla ayxwdelg dia-
TaPAXEC KABWC Kal UTTOKAIVIKA oupmtpata 1WA
Ot Nestadt et al*® BpAkav 6TI 0 eMMOAACUOG TNG 1WA
Atav 11% yla Toug CUyYeVEiG Twv aTopwv ue 1WA éva-
VTl 2-7% Twv PapTupwv. Emiong, emonuavav 6Tt Tov
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kivduvo yla umokAwvikd IAY cupmtwpata SiETpexav
Kupiwg ot ouyyeveic autwv mou gpgavicav 1WA mpo
Twv 18 gTwv. Mapduola eupripata gixav kat ot Pauls
et al’ mpooBETovTag 6Ti Katl 0 EMIMOAACHOC TWV HUO-
omaopATwY, Tou cuvdpPOou Tourette Kal UTTOKAIVIKAG
IWA Atav peyaAUTEPOC OTOUC OUYYEVEIC 0€ oUYKPLOoN
ME TOUG UAPTUPEC. KATToleC OAdEC GUYYEVWV €ixav TN
Mia i TV dAAN amo TIC Tapanmavw SIaTapaxég, YEYyovog
TTOU UTTOSNAWVEL TN YEVETIKI ETEPOYEVELA TNC VOCOU.

ATIO TIC TIPWTEC PENETEC TTOU ETMIOHHAVAV TOV Auén-
uévo emmolaoud WA otoug cuyyeveic Tou Babuou
naldwv pe IYA Atav Twv Lenane et al*® ebpnua mou
empPeBawdnke amd AANeG a&ldNoyeg HEAETEC apYO-
tepa.*** Emiong ot Liakopoulou et al*® Bprikav avén-
pévn YuyomaBoloyia Twv yoviwy madlwv pe YA og
oxéon Ue pdptupec. Idlaitepa ol matépeg gixav avén-
Mévn ouumtwuatoloyia kat Baputnta IAY cuuntw-
MATWV O€ OXEON UE TIG UNTEPEG KAl TOUG HAPTUPEG.

Mpdo@atn HENETN OIKOYEVEIWV OTTIOU UEANETHON-
Kav yoveic kat (euyn adeh@wv pe cuvdépouo Tourette
€0e1&e OTL UTTAPXEL YEVETIKN oXéon HeTadL WA kal
ouvdpopou Tourette Kal 6Ti N oxéon petady Tourette
kal AEMY pmopei va e€nynBei ev uépel péow tng oxé-
on¢ 1WA kat AEMY kat ev pépel Aoyw emidpaong tou
nepiBarlovtoc.”’

Zupmioparofloyia Kat Jtayvwen

>ta maudid n 1WA gugaviletal otnv nAikia Twv 7-12
XPOVWY, 2 evi) 6TOUC eVvNAIKOUC KATA PECOV OPO 0TV
nAkia Twv 22 xpdévwv.? Mponyolvtal eni mevtaetia
UTTOKAIVIKA CUUTTTWHATA OE AUTOUE TTOU £XOUV TTPWIN
évapén ¢ vooou, aAld kat o’ autoug pe oYiun.>° H
TPWIKN €vapén yivetal mpo ¢ epneiag, otn &€ OYIun
TA UTTOKAIVIKA cuumtwpata apyiouv otnv epnpeia.

Ot 16eoPuyavaykaopoi ota maidid gival Tou TUTTOU
KATAOTPO®NG, CWHATIKAG amacxoAnong, Ccuoow-
peuoncg, BpnokeuTikoi kal oe€ovalikoi, ot & kata-
vaykaopoi gival Tomou kaBapiétntag, emavainyng,
eNéyxouv, TaéNng, HUOCTIAOUATWY, HETPAMATOC, OUC-
owpevonc.”®

la va tebei n diayvwon tng IVA og éva maidin épn-
o mpémel va undpyouv 1GeoPuxavaykaouoi i kata-
VOYKOOMOI{, av Kal HEPIKEG POPEG CUVUTIAPKOUV Kal
Ta vo. Oa mpémel va SlapKouv apKeTA kKatd tn didp-
KElA TNG NUéPAC (Mavw amod pia wpa), va mpokKaiouy
Suoopia kat va emnpedlouv To GXOAEIO, TIC OXETELG
Kal TIG KOIVWVIKEC Spaoctnplotnteg Tou mauidiov.”’
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Ogpameieg

H yvwolakn ocupmeplpopltkn Bepameia gival moAU
XPRoun yia ta maidid, 6mwe Kat yia Toug evnAikouc.'”
‘Otav undpxEL OIKOYEVEIOKO 1oTOPIKO 1WA Ta amoTeAé-
opata NG povo-Beparneiag pe yvwaolakn Bepareia dev
gival aio1060€a kat Ba mpémel va yivetal cuvduaopdg
ue xopriynon SSRI.>? H povoBepansia pe yvwolakn
Bepaneia gival mo anoteAeopaTIkh dTAV UTTAPXEL UI-
KpOTePN Baputnta TNG vOoou, PeEYOAUTEPN AEITOUpP-
YIKOTNTA, AlYOTEPA EEWTEPIKEVOUEVA CUUTTTWHATA KAl
MIKPOTEPN CUUMETOXH TNG OIKOYEVELNG OTOUG KATAVA-
YKaopoUc.>? H emtuyia TNG povoBepareiag pe yvwot-
akn Bepareia avépxetal oto 50%, 6TWG gupP£ON oTo
“Pediatric OCD Treatment Study” (POTS), Tnv mAéov
Apoyn HENETN BepameUTIKAG aywyne we ofuepa.®
Ot SSRI pAouoéetivn, phouPofapivn, oepTpaliivn Kat
napo€etivn mapouvoidlouv BepameuTikd amotéAeoua
0710 50-85% Twv a08svwv.*® Eav n pappakoBepansia
pe évav SSRI ev gival emTuxng, HETA amd SidpKela
2-3 punvwv Kat pe emapkr déon pmopei va xpnotpo-
moinBoUv Sladoxikd péxpt TPelg SSRI. Edv kat autég ot
aMayég Sev gival emTUXEIG, PMOpPEI va yivel evioxuon
e kKAovalemapn 1 Ke xaunAf 86on avtipuxwoikou.>

H evbovoookopelakr voonheia xpetdletal povo oe
TEPLOSOUC KpioNng OTTOU Ta CUMTITWATA UITOPE( va &i-
vat emkivouva r 6tav n olkoyévela dev umopei mMAéov
va oTnpilel emapKWG Tov acBevn.

H 1Jeopuxavaykactiky drarapaxn
6Ta MAdIA KAt 6Toug evnilikoug,
OPOLOTNTEG KAl JAPOPES

‘Otav ouykpiBnkav eviAikol pe mpwiun évapén Tng
vooou (11,81+3,5 €1n) pe evnAikoug OYIUnG évapéng
(26,64+9,1 €1n), ot Vo opddeg dev diépepav oe Ba-
pUTNTA, AEITOVPYIKOTNTA Kat emtimeSo evaiodnaiag.®
Ouwg, ot TpWIPNG évapéng eviAikol gixav peyaiuTe-
pa MooooTd Slatapayxic mavikou, diatapaxwv Sia-
TPOoPNC Kal IAY mpoowmikdTNTAC.

Y10 75% Twv evnAikwv*® umdpxel ouvvoonPOTNTA,
KOl OE TTAPOUOIO TTOCOOTO UTIAPXEL Kat oTa Taudid.™

Ta maidid €xouv Mo cuxva amod Toug VAAIKOUG Ka-
TAVAYKAOHOUG TUTTOU HUOOTIAOUATWY (TIK) KAl OUV-
voonpoéTnNTa HE TIK (0Ta 2/3 Twv madiwv), Kabwg Kat
AENY.2 Ta aydpia mapouctalouv mo ouxvd IWA and
Ta Kopitola o€ avaloyia 2-3:1, n omoia avatpémetal
otnv epnPeia 6mou unEPTEPOUV KATA TI TA KOPITOIA,
1:1,35, evw apyodtepa n Slagopd autr e§lowveTal.
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To mooootd anmdvinong otoug SSRI (70-80%) &i-
vat ota matdid (POTS)¥ 1o iS10 pe ekeivo Twv evn-
Nikwv.*® H unéBeon tn¢ Satapayxng Asttoupyiag
NG ogpoTOVIVNG LOXVEL yia Ta TTaIdld 01w Kal yla
ToUu¢ evnAikoug, Aoyw tng Spdong twv SSRI. Emiong,
n viomapvepytkn duohertoupyia evéxetal otnv IYA
evnAiKwv 6MWC¢ Kat 0’ auth Twv nadiwv.?

Mpdyvwen kat dia Biou cuvéxewa

O emmoAacuog eival mepimov o idlog otnv YA
nadiwv kat evnhikwv? (1-2,3% kat 1,9-3,3% avTi-
otoixwg). TovTto mMOBavwe e€nyeital pe 1o 6Tl O€
MEPIKEC TepMTWOoElg madlaTtpikig 1WA emépyetal
uTIOXWPENON TNG VOoOoU pe TNV Tapodo TnG nALKiac.
E€aANou mapopolo gaivopevo mapaTnpEiTal 0Toug
evAAikoug.*

OKTW PENETEC €KPBaong TNE VOOoOU o€ TTaIdLA UE pé-
on T mapakoAovbnong 7 xpovia (amd 2-22 xpo-
VI0) Qva@£POuV XPOoVIOTNTA CUUMTTWHATWVY.*® Katd
péoov 6po 50% (amd 23-70%) Twv atopwv eixav
akoun IYA. Q¢ mapddetypa ava@EéPoupe TN LEAETN
Twv Leonard et al*® pe emavektipnon 2-7 xpovia ap-
yOTEPQ, OTTOU TO 43% TWV MAISIWV TTANPOVCE AKOUN
Ta kprtipta yla IWA, evw 1o 11% ATav EVTEAWG ACU-
TTITWHATIKO.
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Eav AdBel kaveic umdyPn To CUVOAO TWV HEAETWV
ékPaonc tn¢ maidikng 1WA Sdiamotwvel 6TI, mMapd T
XpoviodTNTa TNG VOOOU Of KATIOIEG UTTOOUAdEG, OF
AANEC N vOOOC €XEL UTTOXWPENOEL i} TA ATOUA gival AEL-
TOUPYIKA TTapd TNV UTIAPEN KATTOLAC CUUTTTWATOANO-
yiac. AnAadn n Baputnta NS vooou Sev ival Tooo
HEYAAN 600 gixe apxIka BswpnOei.’

Stoixeia duopevn yla TNV emigovn ouvEXIoN TNG
WA matdikg kat epnPikng nAikiag eivat n Stdpkela, n
£vOOVOOOKOUEIOKH TIEPIBAAYN, N cuvvoonPOTNTA, N
HEWWPEVN apXIKA BepameuTikA andvtnon?® kai uxia-
TPIKA vOOOC 0TNV OIKoyévela.'

Zupmepacpara

H IWA tn¢ madikAg kat epnfIkng nAKiag givat pia
XPOVIa VOOOC e EAPOEIC Kal U@ETEIC.! Tia ThV KaNy-
Tepn ékPaon xpetdletal, LeETay AANWY, N AVTILETWIL-
on NG ouvvooNEOTNTAG, T.Y. TWV Hadnolakwv Sucko-
AWV 1} TWV TIK TTOU UITOPEL VA GUVUTIAPXOULY, KABWG Kal
TIAP£UBacH OTO OIKOYEVEIOKO TIEPIBAAOVS* hoTe va
MEWWVETAL N TIIEOTIKOTNTA TToU TINYAlel amo IAY otol-
XElO TNG TPOCWMIKOTNTAG TWV Yoviwv. OTwg Kat yla
Vv 1WA Twv evnAikwy, €01 Kal yI' aUTAV Twv TTadlwv
xpelaletal mepattépw dlaleukavon tnG maboPuololo-
yiag Tng vooou yla tTnv KAAUTEPN AVTIPETWITION TNC.

Obsessive-Compulsive disorder
in children and adolescents
and its continuation throughout life

M. Liakopoulou

Department of Child Psychiatry, National and Kapodistrian Univeristy of Athens,
"Aghia Sophia” Children’s Hospital, Athens, Greece

Psychiatriki 2012, 23:5101-S106

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) appears in children at the ages of 7-12 years and it usually stays
undiagnosed. Its prevalence is approximately 0.6-1% and it is comorbid especially with Tourette’s syn-
drome, chronic tics and Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), as well as with other
disorders. Comorbidity runs up to the 75% of children and adults alike. In children it is most often
represented by the above mentioned disorders. Prevalence of OCD is similar to children as in adults.
One third of adults or 50% of them are affected from the iliness during childhood. As in adult OCD, the
main etiological disturbance seems to be located at the basal ganglia and the cortex. One of the main
current pathophysiological hypotheses is that OCD is a disorder of the neuronal circuit involving the
cortex-thalamus-striatum-cortex. The disease has a familial character as shown in studies where 1st
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degree relatives of children with OCD have increased prevalence of OCD and OC symptoms compared
to controls. Cognitive hebavioral therapy is indicated for children and adolescends as it is for adults
with OCD. It is successful as monotherapy for the 50% of children and adolescents. Monotherapy with
cognitive behavioral therapy is not indicated for patients with a family history of OCD and it should
be augmented with the addition of Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs). The therapeutic
result is similar for children and adults (70-80%). Also, the therapeutic effectiveness of SSRIs in OCD for
children and adolescents supports the hypothesis that the control serotonergic routes are related to
the pathophysiology of the illness. Follow-up studies of childhood OCD show the chronicity of the ill-
ness. In these studies, 50% of the children still suffered from OCD at follow-up whereas only 11% were
symptom free. Prognosis is worse if the duration of the illness is long, if there is comorbidity, inpatient
hospitalization and reduced initial therapeutic response. Early detection and treatment of the child
and its family are related to better prognosis. Childhood OCD seems to belong to a subgroup of the
iliness with specific clinical and familial pattern. Nevertheless more long-term follow-up studies are
needed in order to differentiate subgroups of OCD. More studies on the pathophysiology of the illness
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are needed in order to have better treatments for OCD in children and adults.

Key words: Pathophysiology, family studies, comorbidity, treatment, prognosis.
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